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give the alarm to the detachment at Rigby's, and we met an officer and forty or fifty men coming to our support.
I left this in the morning and arrived at Vieux Fort early. The people at Rigby's and Vieux Fort were in the greatest consternation. Wherever Major Lindsay has been this is the case. He is nervous himself, and makes every one else so. After making some arrangements at Vieux Fort I went in a sloop to Souffriere, where I arrived in the evening. Major Wilson was with his outposts. I found them active, and his arrangements judicious. The difference between this quarter and that under Major Lindsay was remarkable. I ordered a detachment of the blacks to move and meet Captain L'Aureal at Micaud in order to act in the heights. It was my intention to have returned to Vieux Fort, as the brigands seem now to be in that quarter; but hearing that Sir Ralph was at Morne Fortun^, I came here. He had been here for a few hours, but, not finding me, he returned to Martinique. I have also missed the letters he wrote to me. They were sent after me. I was infinitely disappointed at not seeing Sir Ralph, and I cannot but think him most inexcusable for not sending to me or waiting for my arrival. I have written to him my opinion fully. I wrote that the situation was as follows : The negroes in the island are to a man attached to the French cause; neither hanging, threats, or money would obtain for me any intelligence from them. Those upon the estates are in league with and connected with those in the woods. Any disembarkation from Guadeloupe of ever so few men and 800 or 1000 stand of arms, will force me tp abandon the country, retire my posts, and concentrate everything in the Morne Fortunt$, where the want of cover and convenience of every kind, added to the natural unhealthiness of the spot, will soon so reduce the numbers of the garrison as to make the possibility of our having to surrender a thing to be feared. If the island is a desirable acquisition an immediate stop must be put to the present troubles by sending a body of 800 or 1000 blacks to scour the woods, whilst the British, whom I find from experience incapable of acting in the interior, occupy posi-